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bands of 'Oneyzah, Mohanna had, after much demur.

the Na'ib with a body-guard of three or four matchlock-rnen,

who were to accompany us up to the frontiers of Kaseem.

Two roads lay before us. The shorter, and for that reason
the more frequented of the two, led south-east-by-east through
Woshem and Wadi TJaneefah to Ri'ad. But this track passed
through a district often visited at the present moment by the
troops of 'Oneyzah and their allies, and hence our companions,
not over-courageous for the most, were afraid to follow it.
Another road, much more circuitous, but farther removed from
the scene of military operations, led north-east to Zulphah, and
thence entered the province of Sedeyr, which it traversed in a
south-easterly or southern direction, and thus reached the
'Aared. Our council of war resolved on the latter itinerary,
nor did we ourselves regret a roundabout which promised to
procure us the sight of much that we might scarcely have other
wise an opportunity of visiting. Barakat and I were mounted
on two excellent dromedaries of Aboo-'Eysa's stud ; the Na'ib
was on a lovely grey she-camel, with a handsome saddle, crimson
and gold. The Meccans shared between them a long-backed
black beast; the rest were also mounted on camels or dro-
medaries, since the road before us was impracticable for horses,
at any rate at this time of year.

It may be well to make my readers aware once for all of the
fact that the popular home idea of a dromedary having two
humps, and a camel one, or -vice versd, (for I have forgotten
which of the animals is supplied with a duplicate boss in co-
loured picture-books), is a simple mistake. The camel and the
dromedary in Arabia axe the same identical genus and creature,
excepting that the dromedary is a high-bred camel, and the
camel a low-bred dromedary, exactly the same distinction which
exists between a race-horse and a hack; both are horses, but the
one of blood, the other not The dromedary is the race-horse
of his species, thin, elegant (or comparatively so), fine-haired,
light of step, easy of pace, and much more enduring of thirst
than the woolly, thick-built, heavy-footed, ungainly, and jolting
camel. But both and each of them have only one hump, placed
immediately behind their shoulders, where it serves as a nxing-
point for the saddle or burden. For the two-humped beast, it
exists indeed, but it is neither an Arab dromedary nor camel ;